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2007 Program Schedule

Oct 19- Nov 30
The nationally traveling NEH exhibit Farm Life: A Century of Change for Farm Families and Their Neighbors.    The exhibit focuses on family farming and features displays about the farmhouse, fields, barn and gathering places within a farming community.  Photos, objects and exhibit panels lead visitors through life on a farm then and now.   In addition to this exhibit, a mini-exhibit of local farm artifacts, photos, and information celebrates the rich history of agriculture in North-Central Arkansas.

Oct 27


Family day activities in conjunction with the Farm Life exhibit  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Hands-on and demonstration activities are planned throughout the day and will take place inside the museum, and on the front and side lawns.  The Farm Bureau Federation with help from the Independence County Women’s Association is providing a mechanical cow that visitors can milk.
Amanda Nikkel, volunteer coordinator at Old Independence Regional Museum,  will lead visitors in butter churning and corn husk doll making with help from the Heber Springs 4-H Club.  Other activities will include story time with Charlotte Pillow, apple cider pressing with Cindy Bunch of the Newark 4-H Club, and pumpkin decorating demonstrations by the Batesville Arts Council.  Mr. Freddie Bates, with Batesville’s farmer’s market will be on site with a variety of gourds and pumpkins available for purchase.

The Reed family of the Independence County Livestock Club will have their show goats, and rabbits on display from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30.  The Cleburne County Kids and Kritters 4-H club will have show goats and chickens on display from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m.  Visitors will be able to speak with the animal handlers and learn about how they care for their animals.
Nov 1
Brown Bag Lunch – Noon

The film Cabin Field will be screened.  Cabin Field  is a “memory piece” about farming in the 20th century mid-South.  Discussion will follow the film with commentary by Bob Pest, Ozark Foothills Filmfest, and Robert Stroud, Desha cotton gin operator. 
Nov 4


Old Fashioned Gospel Music program – Farm Life exhibit
1:30 – 5 p.m.

A special afternoon of gospel music will be performed by the Brockwell Music School (shape note music), the Richwoods, Shady Lawn and Happy Hollow Mennonite churches, and the Friendship Baptist Church choir.

Nov 10


Museum Madness fundraiser held at The Barnett Farm 6:30 p.m.

A special guest auctioneer will host this night of fabulous food and great auction items.  Tickets are $25 each.  Call 870-793-2121 for more information.
Nov 11


Educational Program Dr. Brooks Blevins – Farm Life  – 4:00 p.m.



Dedication of the Clyde McGinnis Memorial micro-film

Dr. Blevins, of Lyon College will speak about the changing nature of 20th century agriculture in north central Arkansas.   

Dec 9


Annual Christmas program 

The Farm Life exhibit is possible through NEH on the Road, a special initiative of the National Endowment for the Humanities.  Farm Life was organized by the Chippewa Valley Museum, Eau Claire, WI; it is traveling nationally through Mid-America Arts Alliance.
Local sponsors who helped fund Farm Life at Old Independence Regional Museum are: AgHeritage Credit Services, Allied Rental, Griffin Seed & Grain Co., I.N. Barnett Farms, Independence County Extension Homemakers Council, Independence County Farm Bureau, Independence County Quorum Court, Kroger, Liberty Bank, Merchants & Planters Bank, Midwest Lime, Anne Griffin Moore, Natural State Meat / Meacham Packing, North Arkansas Farm Supply, Williams Equipment, and Mark Williams.   

